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mpiomm Law
Lawsuit From
Ex-Brobeck
Employees

Moves Ahead -

® A judge says a jury can
decide whether Morgan -
Lewis is liable for violating -
state and U.S. labor laws,

By Erik Cumiming

Dy Jouri swm ' .

F employees of the defunct Brobeck,
Phlm Harrison can proceed with their law.
suit against Philadelphia’s Morgan, Lewis &
Puoﬁius. US. District Judge Claudia Wilken
H’Mm Lewis could .be deemed a “purchag-

page ruling, denying in' part and granting in ©

partMn:ganLewis'maﬁonfurmmhdg-

“A reasonable jury could determine that
merema'saleuimdraﬂofmmbeck's]
business,” Wilken virote. MeCaffrey v. Brobech,

The plaintiffs claim Morgan Lewis is liable
for Brobeck’s ﬁilummgiveilsempbyees the
60 days’ advance notice of layoffs required
under the US. and California Worker
Adjustment ansd Retraining Notification, or
WARN, Act. - :

. Brobeck dissolved Feb. 14, 2003 '

Wilken rejected the employees’ claim that

~Morgan Lewis wns also Hable a5 a SUCCessor or

alter ego to Brobeck under Jewe! v. Boter, 156
Cal.App.3d 171 (1984). ’
Mark Thierman, a Reno employment lawyer
representing 42 former Brobeck employees in
the case against Brobeck and Morgan Lewis,
hailed the decision as a victory for the plaintiffs,
“I'm thrilled,” he said. “1 got the deep pocket
I'm looking for. I have a vizhle defendant.”
Fifty-seven of Brobeck’s 170 pariners joined
Morgan Lewis on Feb. 12, 2003, two days
before Brobeck dissolved. Morgan Lewis also

m 250 associates and staff of the former _

Morgan Lewis argued that hiring Brobeck
partners and staff and buying some of its assets
did not make it a “purchaser” of Brobeck’s

* business, and therefore responsibie under the

federal WARN Act for Brobeck’s obligations,
“However, as Plaintiffs point out, M
Lewis did morezi;l;an that,” Wilken wrote,
"Morgan Lewis also leased Brobeck'’s former
premises, purchased access to Brobeck's infor:

meeck'scﬁmﬁ]es,mde:nphaaized -
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